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1.

2.

The route begins at Camf dels Codonyers, close to the cros-
sing of the C12 and the old railway platform, very close to
the Tortosa Sports Stadium. To the back of the trail, following
the platform, the trail reaches the metal railway bridge over
the Ebro, with the modern Tortosa station on the other side
where part of the catenary of the old line still remains.

Passing the information panel, we cross the Ebro Right
Bank Canal, arriving at Ferreries, a large-scale industrial
area, before crossing road TV-3421. From thisn point on,
the Trail shares it course with Ebro GR 99 Nature Trail.
Continuing along Calle Vial de. Valdezafén, we pass a
roundabout to the picnic area close to the village of
Roquetas. After several level crossings, the old station
of Aldover comes into view. The village offers .the trave-
ller a beach on the banks of the River Ebro.

The trail, which follows the old railway line, crosses orange
groves, hackberry bushes and reed beds, crossing road c-12.
The trail, which up to this point winds through orchards
and villages, enters a more rugged and natural landscape,
running parallel to the C-12. The concrete path becomes a
dirt track until it meets the C-12. The trail leaves the com-
pany of Ebro GR 99 Nature Trail for a couple of kilometres,
reaching the Ebro Right Bank Canal and continuing along-
side it until it turns left and enters Xerta.

After passing the Church of La Asuncién y San Martin, it
swings to the right and once again to the left at the next
intersection. After crossing Calle Antoni Anydn and the
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Gandes road, the trail turns right to the Xerta station where
it joins Ebro GR 99 Nature Trail again After passing a curious
lunar clock at the side of the road and under the monument
in the shape of an erect bridge, a homage to those who built
the locks on the Ebro Right Bank Canal, the trail continues
along a section separated from the C12 by means of a crash
barrier. Visible ahead is the massif of Els Ports, which separa-
tes the Ebro from the municipality of Terra Alta.

5. It the reaches the Xerta Weir, always under maintenance
work due to the aggressive nature of the power and floo-
ding of the giant body of water that is the River Ebro. The trail
drifts away from the riverbank as it enters the first of many
tunnels between here and the end of the route. Travellers
must have their torch handy at all times as there are another
sixteen tunnels that lie ahead, and although many have elec-
tric lighting this may be temporarily out of service.

6. Road C-12 passes close by, beneath the trail. Nearby is the
locality of Benifallet, on the opposite bank behind a twist in
the river. Passing through several more tunnels, the trail fi-
nally says goodbye to the River Ebro to enter the Canaleta
Canyon. Here it reaches the old station of Benifallet, cu-
rrently being restored. If you want to visit, the village is 4.5
km away along the GR-7. The ruins of a couple of buildings
lie along the way, probably the houses of rail workers dedi-
cated to the construction and maintenance of the railway
and, after another tunnel, the trail passes to the other side
of the canyon over a viaduct.

Z¥_ Old quarry-on the'banks of the riy@gEbro,

> close to Xerta Weir
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7. Now, with the Canaletas River on the right, there are seve-
ral terraces fitted with benches that allow the traveller to
enjoy the spectacular views of the canyon, a narrow fluvial
plane where small orchards and reed beds appear that, as
the Camino Natural continues, stretch out into a specta-
cular landscape of vertical limestone walls full of caves and
cavities, with pine and heather growing on the steep slo-
pes. Just after passing through the last of the tunnels, the
route ends at the old Pinell de Brai station, just emerging
from a tunnel alongside the T-324 (N-230), at Kilometre 14,
where there is a vehicle entrance and carpark.

You can carry on knowing the old Val de Zafan railway line
with the Terra Alta Nature Trail that begins right where the
Baix Ebre Nature Trail ends.

ORTOSA

Its origin possibly lies in the city of Hibera, an Ibe-
rian capital, whose settlement could have been on
the hill where La Zuda castle is currently located. It
still contains elements from the al Andalus period
and is built on a Roman acropolis.

During the Roman empire, this town was known as
Dertosa and subsequently, on being occupied by
the Muslims in 740, was called Turtuxa.

The main noteworthy architectural treasures of this lively

city include the Renaissance Royal Colleges, the Jewish

quarter, as well as diverse palaces from different eras and
ings of the market and the abattoir.
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> Metal railway bridge over.the river Ebro
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