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SECTOR
NORTHEASTERN PENINSULAR

NATURE TRAIL
SENDA DEL PASTOREO

1.

2.

This is a circular route, starting and ending in Arantzazu, with
485 km inlength, distributed in 19 stages which run on the bor-
dering provinces of Alava, Guipdzcoa, Vizcaya, Navarra and
Burgos, linking mountain passes and pastures with a long catt-
le tradition.

Thefirst stage starts at the Sanctuary of Arantzazu and will
take you through the north side of the Elgea mountain ran-
ge, in the region of Alto Deba. This stage runs through the
Aizkorri-Aratz Natural Park almost in its entirety. The second
stage runs through the region. of Zuia, between the dams of
Lagutiano and Albina, towards the region of Duranguesado
and the Urkiola Natural Park.

The third stage starts at the Sanctuary of Urkiola, at the very
heart of Urkiola Natural Park. Crossing the mountain. pass of
Araban, the trail goes up towards the Gorbea mountains, en-
ding in the plains of Arraba, in the Gorbea Natural Park. The
fourth stage runs through the Gorbea Natural Park, crosses
the mountain pass of Altube and ends at Izarra.

The fifth stage goes up until reaching Mount Santiago, de-
clared as a Natural Monument, belonging to the Merindades
region, in the province of Burgos. From there, you acan admire
the source of river Nervion and its waterfall. The trail continues
on the region of Burgalés, in particular through the Losa Valley.
The sixth stage runs through the Losa Valley, going up the hills
of Salvada mountain range, offering magnificent views over
both valleys, that of Losa (in Burgos) and that of Ordufa (in
Vizcaya). The last stretch goes back to Alava, ending in Béveda,
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4. The seventh stretch enters the Valderejo Natural Park, in A
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a municipality of Valdegovia, in the region of Valles Alaveses.

ava,
following de canyon of river Purdn, in the Arcena mountain

range. At the river bank, you can see the remains of the aban-
doned village of Ribera. Until the end of this stage, the trail

continues through the province of Burgos again, in the area of
San Zadornil, classed as Montes Obarenes Natural Park.

5. The eighth stage runs on the municipality of Valdegovia, pro-

vince of Alava, except for the first few kilometers, where you
encounter the village of Valpuesta, in Burgos. In this villa-
ge, some manuscripts were found, known as the Cartularios
de Valpuesta, which are the oldest documents with words in
Spanish, together with the handwritten notes of San Milldn de
la Cogolla (oth century, La Rioja). Through this stage and part
of the next one (the ninth stretch), the trail continues through
the cereal crop fields of the basin of river Ormecillo, in the
region of Valdegovia. It then goes up the Arkamo mountain
range, separating the municipalities of Kuartango and Ribera
Alta, which make up the “Valles Alaveses” region together with
Valdegovia. The trail then descends to the bottom of the valley,
arriving at Irufa de Oca. .

6. The tenth stage runs through the peaks of the Mounts of
Vitoria, separating the Plain of Alava and the county of Trevifio,
in Burgos. It ends at the village of Okina. The eleventh stage en-
ters the county of Trevifio, along the canyo of river Ayuda, and
goes back to the territory of Alava, crossing the Izki Natural
Park, which stretches almost up to Antofiana..

7. The twelfth stage of the trail is short, ending in San Vicente
de Arana. Here, the thirtieth stretchstarts, which conti-
nues North through the mountains of Alava until reaching
the Urbasa mountain range. From atop, you can admire the
Plains of Alava again. The Entzia region is crossed, entering the

~ZX_. Latxa sheep on the pastures of Pefia
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territories of Navarra towards the Mounts of Urbasa. This sta-
ge, and the next three stretches, run through the Urbasa and
Andia Natural Park.

8. The fourteenth stage continues through the Urbasa mountain
range, bordering the namesake plains, and going down the
canyon where the river Urederra springs and towards the re-
gion of Améscoa, ending at Aratza. The fifteenth stage goes
up, from Améscoa to the top or the Urbasa mountain range,
ending at Puerto de Lizarraga, between the Urbasa and Andia
mountain ranges.

9. Thesixteenth stageisan easy stretch that will take you through
the mountain passes of the Andia mountain range and then
goes downhill to Uharte-Arakil. The seventeenth stretach
starts witha steep slope going up to the Monastery of San
Miguel de Aralar and continues West through the Aralar mou-
ntain range, entering the Aralar Natural Park, in Guiptzcoa.
Then, the trail continues towards the Lizarrusti mountain pass,
between Navarra and Guiptizcoa...

10. The eighteenth stage continues through mountain ranges
between the provinces, bordering the Aralar Natural Park.
After crossing the Etxegarate pass, it enters the Aizkorri-Aratz
Natural Park and the regions of Guipuzcoa and Alava. The sta-
ge ends at the house of Mikelete, just before San Adridn tunnel,
a natural passage through the mountain range with the peaks
of Aizkorri and Aratz, where there are still remains of a Roman
road and Roman settlements.

11. The last stretch (nineteenth) crosses the San Adridn tunnel
and, following the remains of the Roman road and the Urquilla
mountain range, it reaches the Urbia pass. Then, it descends
to the Sanctuary of Arantzazu through the beech woos of
the high basin of the river Urkullu, ending at the Sanctuary of
Arantzazu.

.VA\A Pico del Fraile and, on the background, the
Orduna Valley (region of Arratia-Nervién).




MIDE

Harshness of natural environment 3 A A Upward gradient 10.614 m
Guidance along the route 2 A Downward gradient 10.562 m Camlno Natu ral de PIaZaOIa-
Route difficulty 3 F | = ROUTELENGTH* 485 km Tramo Lekunberri - Plazaola
Amount of effort needed 5 m @ TIME** 156 h

& ﬂ |* Total length including all branches

<& Town O Point of interest ++ 20 sections of approximately 8 hours each
H\ Arantzazu Sanctuary — Arantzazu Sanctuary
*.,. 1400

Monte Santiago Izki Natural Park Lareo swamp
entry H

Aizkorri Aratz
Natural Park
1200 .
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Camino Natural del Plazaola.
' - - - - - - - - — | Estacion Lekumberri-Mugiro-AD San Migeltxo
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Camino Natural del Ebro GR-99

Camino Natural del ferrocarril Vasco-Navarro
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