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Stage o: Estacion de El Espinar-El Espinar

o. 7-km stage that joins Estacion de El Espinar, the small
neighbourhood where the train station is located, and
the town of El Espinar. The way runs along the course of
the River Gudillos until it turns towards the town of El
Espinar nearthe Colada de la Soledad.

Stage 1. El Espinar-Otero de Herreros

1. This stage, which runs.over 13 km, starts by leaving behind
the town of El'Espinar. Before descending to the course
of the River Moros, the path crosses a gate and accesses
the Cafada Real Soriana Occidental drover’'s way, whose
tracing it will follow across the entire province of Segovia.
After leaving behind the town of Los Angeles de San
Rafael, which is a main communication hub, and-crossing
the Sierra del Quintanar at a mid-slope level, the stage fi-
nishes when it reaches the Otero de Herreros Station.

Stage 2. Otero de Herreros-Embalse del Ponton Alto

2. From Otero de Hereros, the path encounters several ri-
vers (Milanillos, Peces and Acebeda) and creeks(Viboras,
Pedrona, Pedriza, Fuentecillas,...). The trail runs at mid-
slope level across the Sierra de Guadarrama, allowing to
enjoy its lush vegetation. This stage, which runs over 21
km, ends next to the dam of the Pontén Alto reservoir.

Stage 3. Embalse del Pontén Alto - Collado Hermoso

3. This stage spans almost 20 km, from the dam of the
Pontén Alto reservoir to Collado Hermoso. The na-
rrow bridge of Merinas, the Rancho de la Marquesa and
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the The Descansadero de Torrecaballeros, a traditional
resting area for herds, are tokens of a century-old trans-
humance tradition in the area. Before reaching the end
of the stage in Collado Hermoso, a visit to the pretty vi-
llage of Sotosalbos is well worth a visit.

Stage 4. Collado Hermoso-Navafria

4. A short stage just under 10 km where the Cafiada Real
Soriana Occidental drover’s way runs towards the N-110
road and which ends in the natural pool formed in the
waters of the Cega River in the pretty village of Navafria.

Stage 5. Navafria — Arcones

5. This fifth stage, which runs a little over 14 km, takes
from Navafria to Arcones. The lush pastures and mi-
lestones such as the traditional resting area for herds of
Descansadero de Gallegos and Descansadero Corral de
la Mesta leave no doubt that the route runs along the
Cafiada Real Soriana Occidental drover’s road.

Stage 6. Arcones - Villarejo

6. The hardest stage of the trail without a doubt, this section
runs above 21 km. The beautiful woods of Spanish juniper,
Scots pine and, at the other side of the A-1 highway, the pas-
tures and the woods of Pyrenean oak are well worth the
effort. The town of Villarejo marks the end of this stage.

Stage 7. Villarejo-Riaza
7. In this 18 km seventh stage, the trail runs across

Pyrenean oak and Scots pines from Villarejo to Riaza,
leaving the ski resort of La Pinilla to the right before
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reaching its final point in Riaza.

Stage 8. Riaza-Ayllén

8. The last stage of this Nature trail is also the longest,
being over 24 km long, but at the same time is a good
reward for past efforts, since this stage consist on a
mild slope, which almost always goes down. It starts in
Riaza, one of the most stunning villages of the provin-
ce of Segovia thanks, among other things, to its arcaded
square, and ends in Ayllén, which is the perfect ending

to this Canada Real Soriana Occidental Nature Trial.

CANADA REAL SORIANA OCCIDENTAL
DROVERS’ WAY

The Canada Real Soriana Occidental is a traditional cattle
road used for centuries by herds of Merino sheep in their
search for pastures. Today, all cattle roads are regulated
by Act 3/95, of 23 March, on Drovers’ road, and cons-
titute imprescriptible, inalienable, unattachable goods,
formally owned by Regional Governments. The most im-
portant among cattle roads are the type called drovers’
roads, due to the fact that they are 75 m wide. In Spanish
they are called “canada real”, the mention of “real” (‘ro-
yal”) having been granted by King Alfonso XI of Castile
due to the importance of these roads for the economy
at the time. In current times, their use as cattle road has
diminished and been complemented by other compa-
tible uses, such as public and environmental uses. T

drovers' way is one of the most important in the country.
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