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SECTOR
NORTHEASTERN PENINSULAR

NATURE TRAIl,
MATARRANA-ALGARS.

STAGE 1: EL PARRIZAL - BECEITE

1. This first stage of the Matarrafia-Algars Nature Trail
follows the upper course of the River Matarrafa from
the vicinity of the El Parrizal rest area to the town of
Beceite. Also starting at El Parrizal, an alternative route
climbs up to-Masia de Sant Miquel.

STAGE 2: BECEITE - VALDERROBRES

2. Thesecondstagelinks the towns of Beceite and Valderrobres.
In addition to the rural paths, travellers will have the op-
portunity to go by the old irrigation canal of the small
hydroelectric power station of Bonet, almost over the river.

STAEGE 3: VALDERROBRES -TORRE DEL COMPTE

3. This third stage goes entirely along the right bank of the
River Matarrafia, among riverbank formations domina-
ted by bitter and purple willows and fruit crops, leaving
the riverside just when it climbs up to Torre del Compte.
Almost halfway along this stage, the River Tastavins,
one of its major tributaries, joins the River Matarrafa.

STAGE 4: TORRE DEL COMPTE - VALDELTORMO

4. This stage allows travellers to reach Valdeltormo fo-
llowing two different paths: they can either take the
main route near the Matarrafia river or the alternative
route showing them part of the Iberian heritage of the
region. Along this stage, travellers will have the opportu-
nity to take the Val de Zafédn Nature Trail, one of them is
a branch that reach Valdeltormo’s former train station.
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STAGE 5: VALDELTORMO - MAZALEON

5. Thefifthstage of this trail takes the traveller back to the right
bank of the Matarrana river, following its course towards
the town of Mazaledn among crops, pines and olive trees.
Before reaching this town, there is a branch allowing the
traveller to go up to the hermitage of San Cristébal.

STAGE 6: MAZALEON - MAELLA

6. Along the sixth stage the traveller will cross the province
border, leaving Teruel behind and entering Zaragoza. The
closeness to the Matarrafia river during this stage allows
the traveller to enjoy the middle course of the Matarrana,
which is very different compared to previous stages.

STAGE 7: MAELLA - FABARA

7. The seventh stage is the first (of three) which unfolds enti-
rely in the province of Zaragoza. This stage links Maella and
Fabara, two towns with a rich historic and artistic heritage.

STAGE 8: FABARA - NONASPE

8. Travelling through an essentially agricultural environment,
thanks to the great floodplain of the river Matarrafia, the
trail goes from the town of Fabara to Nonaspe, just where
the Matarrafia merges with he other river which lends its
name to this Nature Trail: the River Algars.

STAGE 9: NONASPE - FAYON

9. This is the last stage that is entirely within the province
of Zaragoza. The River Matarrafa accompanies this sec-
tion until it flows into the River Ebro, in the Riba-Roja

ZX_. The shrine and ruins of the castle of Sant
N
Joan, end of the route.
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reservoir. This stage finishes in Fayén, a municipality
that was refunded due to its former location been floo-
ded by the aforementioned reservoir.

STAGE 10: NONASPE - CASERES

10. The Trail leaves the banks of the River Matarrana to follow
the trail of the River Algars that serves as a border bet-
ween Catalunya and Aragdn, leaving behind Zaragoza. We
pass by several historical landmarks such as the abando-
ned village of Pinyeres, the shrine and castle of Sant Joan
dAlgars and up to three Iberian settlements.

STAGE 11: CASERES - ARENS DE LLEDO

7. During this stage, which traverses pine groves and far-
mlands, the road once again undergoes a change of
province and Autonomous Community as it arrives at
Arens de Lledg, in Teruel.

STAGE 12: ARENS DE LLEDO-ARNES

12. This stage again enters the province of Tarragona, and the
vegetation changes from pine groves to plains with olive
and other fruit trees. Before reaching Arnes, the trail links
up with the Nature Trail of de La Val de Zafan, and a bypass
allows us to reach the old station of Horta de Sant Joan.

STAGE 13: ARNES-BECEITE

13. The final stage of the Trail bids farewell to the River Algars
to follow the ravine of La Tremolosa and later descends to
the valley of the River Ulldemd. This river flows into the
Matarrafa in Beceite, where this stage meets up with Stage
1, thus bringing the circular route to an end.

“\_\A The mountain of Santa Barbara from the
Horta de Sant Joan branch
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