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SECTOR
NORTHEASTERN PENINSULAR

NATURE TRAIL
VAL DE ZAFAN

1. The trail begins at the abandoned railway station of
Valdeagorfa. The old centre of this village still rema-
ins and is worthy of a visit. The station is quite large as
in bygone days this was a prosperous and populous vi-
llage, although today the railway buildings are used for
drying almonds. At this point of the trail are the first in-
formation panels in a picnic area. It is recommended
that travellers stock up with plenty of water at the local
fountain as this is the last water source on the trail.

2. Alongside the station is the Equinoccio tunnel, so called
because at dawn on every 21 March and 23 September,
the sun illuminates its entire 2,200 metre length. Do
not attempt to pass through the tunnelas it is dange-
rous (it lacks lighting and small sections may-collapse).
Instead, follow the path around the mountain, which is
perfectly waymarked with signs, markings and informa-
tion panels. This section makes its way through terraces
and vales covered in olive and almond trees. One sign
along this trail indicates the way to cave paintings at Val
del Charco del Agua Amarga, some 12 kilometres away
along agricultural roads. A kilometre the other side
of the tunnel, the trail resumes the course of the old
railway.

3. From here to the end of the trail, the route is exclusively
for walkers and it passes through several old stations
with their respective picnic areas. They are, in or-
der, the stations of Valjunquera, Valdetormo, Torre del
Compte (now a hotel), Valderrobres, Cretas and, finally,

\—\ . ,.
== Old station of Alcafiz

Arnés- Lledd, located on the border with Tarragona.
After Valjunquera station the traveller has to cross a
small mountain range and deep trenches, inside which
Valdetormo station is found.

4. Beyond this a signpost at a crossing indicates the proxi-
mity of two Iberian settlements: Torre Cremada and
Tossal Montafiés; both built on hills that overlook the
valley of the Matarrana River.

5. After crossing the viaduct over the Matarrafia River, the
route momentarily abandons the old tracks to circle the
Torre de Compote Station-Hotel. A little further on the
route rises once again to the embankment of the old
railway track where Valdealgorfa comes into sight.

6. From the Matarrafa the trail rises through pine groves
and past Valderrobres station as the nearby limestone
massif of Puertos de Beceite gradually comes into view
with its spectacular peaks and ridges.

6. Descending gently once again, this time to the valley of
the Algars River, past the village of Cretas and the via-
duct across the river to the border with Tarragon and
close to Arnes-Lledé station, where the trail comes to
an end.

Z¥_ Tower keep of Castle of Calatrava

THE LOWER ARAGON RAILWAY

The railway from Puebla de Hijar (Teruel) to Torto-
sa (Tarragona) was lower Aragon’s route to the sea.
Designed in 1863, its function was not just civil but
also strategically defensive; taking advantage of the
natural barrier that was the River Ebro against any
potential invasions from France. Thus, the operatio-
nal section was used during the civil war to trans-
port armaments. Its construction was slow, reaching
Tortosa only in the 1940s. After a meagre 31 years of
operation, the lines poor performance due to the
depopulation of the province of Teruel and compe-
tition from the roads, combined with the sinking of
a tunnel between Prat de Compte and Lledd, led to
its closure in 1973. The full project had never even
been completed, which, it had been envisioned,
would have stretched all the way to the coast at San
Carlos de la Réapita.

ramic view of Torre del Compte
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