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1.	
The trail begins at the abandoned railw

ay station of 
Valdeagorfa. The old centre of this village still rem

a-
ins and is w

orthy of a visit. The station is quite large as 
in bygone days this w

as a prosperous and populous vi-
llage, although today the railw

ay buildings are used for 
drying alm

onds. At this point of the trail are the first in-
form

ation panels in a picnic area. It is recom
m

ended 
that travellers stock up w

ith plenty of w
ater at the local 

fountain as this is the last w
ater source on the trail.

2.	
A

longside the station is the Equinoccio tunnel, so called 
because at daw

n on every 21 M
arch and 23 Septem

ber, 
the sun illum

inates its entire 2,200 m
etre length. D

o 
not attem

pt to pass through the tunnel as it is dange-
rous (it lacks lighting and sm

all sections m
ay collapse). 

Instead, follow
 the path around the m

ountain, w
hich is 

perfectly w
aym

arked w
ith signs, m

arkings and inform
a-

tion panels. This section m
akes its w

ay through terraces 
and vales covered in olive and alm

ond trees. O
ne sign 

along this trail indicates the w
ay to cave paintings at Val 

del C
harco del A

gua A
m

arga, som
e 12 kilom

etres aw
ay 

along agricultural roads. A
 kilom

etre the other side 
of the tunnel, the trail resum

es the course of the old 
railw

ay.

3.	
From

 here to the end of the trail, the route is exclusively 
for w

alkers and it passes through several old stations 
w

ith their respective picnic areas. They are, in or-
der, the stations of Valjunquera, Valdetorm

o, Torre del 
C

om
pte (now

 a hotel), Valderrobres, C
retas and, finally, 

A
rnés- Lledó, located on the border w

ith Tarragona. 
A

fter Valjunquera station the traveller has to cross a 
sm

all m
ountain range and deep trenches, inside w

hich 
Valdetorm

o station is found.

4
. 	Beyond this a signpost at a crossing indicates the proxi-

m
ity of tw

o Iberian settlem
ents: Torre C

rem
ada and 

Tossal M
ontañés; both built on hills that overlook the 

valley of the M
atarraña River.

5.	
A

fter crossing the viaduct over the M
atarraña River, the 

route m
om

entarily abandons the old tracks to circle the 
Torre de C

om
pote Station-H

otel. A
 little further on the 

route rises once again to the em
bankm

ent of the old 
railw

ay track w
here Valdealgorfa com

es into sight.

6.	From
 the M

atarraña the trail rises through pine groves 
and past Valderrobres station as the nearby lim

estone 
m

assif of Puertos de Beceite gradually com
es into view

 
w

ith its spectacular peaks and ridges.

6. 	D
escending gently once again, this tim

e to the valley of 
the A

lgars River, past the village of C
retas and the via-

duct across the river to the border w
ith Tarragon and 

close to A
rnes-Lledó station, w

here the trail com
es to 

an end. 

N
ATU

RE TRA
IL

V
A

L D
E ZA

FÁ
N

Panoram
ic view

 of Torre del C
om

pte
O
ld station of A

lcañiz 

Tow
er keep of C

astle of C
alatrava

SE
C

TO
R

N
O

R
TH

EA
ST

ER
N

 P
EN

IN
SU

LA
R

G
ui

de
 t

o 
th

e
Na

tu
re

 
Tr

ai
ls

of
 S

pa
in

TH
E LO

W
ER

 A
R

A
G

O
N

 R
A

ILW
A

Y

The railw
ay from

 Puebla de H
íjar (Teruel) to Torto-

sa (Tarragona) w
as low

er A
ragon’s route to the sea. 

D
esigned in 1863, its function w

as not just civil but 
also strategically defensive; taking advantage of the 
natural barrier that w

as the River Ebro against any 
potential invasions from

 France. Thus, the operatio-
nal section w

as used during the civil w
ar to trans-

port arm
am

ents. Its construction w
as slow

, reaching 
Tortosa only in the 1940s. A

fter a m
eagre 31 years of 

operation, the lines poor perform
ance due to the 

depopulation of the province of Teruel and com
pe-

tition from
 the roads, com

bined w
ith the sinking of 

a tunnel betw
een Prat de C

om
pte and Lledó, led to 

its closure in 1973. The full project had never even 
been com

pleted, w
hich, it had been envisioned, 

w
ould have stretched all the w

ay to the coast at San 
C

arlos de la Rápita. 
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Harshness of natural environment 

Guidance along the route

Route difficulty
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