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Internal procedures  

Collection of data necessary to animal disease notification 
• Data from Regional Veterinary Services ( epidemilogical survey - location of 

the holding, nº of affected animals, clinical signs..) 
• Data from laboratory (type of test, result) 
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UE level  
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• Purpose:   

 

• registration and documentation of certain important 
infectious animal diseases in the EU 

 

 

• Permits immediate access to information about contagious 
animal disease outbreaks and ensures that trade in live 
animals and products of animal origin is not affected 
unnecessarily. 
 



 

 

• Objective 

•  Ensure rapid exchange of information between the competent 

national authorities responsible for animal health and the 

Commission on outbreaks of contagious animal diseases. 

 

Animal Disease Notification System 
(ADNS)  



• Legal basis :  

 

• Council Directive 82/894/EEC (as last amended by Commission Decision 
2008/650/EC ) provides the legal basis for ADNS. This Directive makes it compulsory 
for the Member States to notify primary and secondary outbreaks of listed infectious 
animal diseases such as Foot and Mouth Disease, Classical swine fever, Newcastle 
disease, etc. In the same Directive are laid down the rules about the procedures for 
notification, in particular the information to be sent and the time limits for 
notification. 

 

• Commission Decision 2005/176/EC (repealing Decision 2000/807/EC) lays down the 
codified form and the codes for the notification of these contagious animal diseases. 
The list of Countries provided by this Decision includes the Member States and 
Andorra, Faroe Islands, Norway and Switzerland. 
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• Procedures  

 

• Primary outbreak: an outbreak of a contagious animal disease not epizootiologically linked with a 
previous outbreak in a region or the first outbreak in a previously unaffected region of a Member 
State. For this kind of outbreak all members need to be immediately informed. 

•   

• notification must be sent within 24 hours of confirmation of the outbreak  

 

• Once a primary outbreak is entered into the system, an e-mail is sent to all the countries connected 
to the application.  

 

• Secondary outbreak: an outbreak following a primary outbreak in an already infected region. 

 

• A weekly e-mail message is sent to all the ADNS members summarising all primary and 
secondary outbreaks that have been entered into the system. 
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Adoption of Commission Decisions eventually 
through the Committee procedure  

( Standing Committee on the Food Chain and 
Animal Health) 

Veterinary authorities in Member States 
assess the risk. The risk management is 

shared between Member States and 
Commission services.  

Member State 
enters information 
on outbreaks into 

the ADNS 

Information on 
primaries is 

automatically sent to 
all Member States and 

the Commission 

Commission correlates data and 
transmits the information on 

primaries and secondary 
outbreaks to the veterinary 
headquarters of the Member 

States every week. 

http://ec.europa.eu/food/committees/regulatory/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/food/committees/regulatory/index_en.htm
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World Animal Health Information System 
( WAHIS) 

 

• Internet-based computer system that processes data on animal diseases in real-time 
and then informs the international community.  

 

• The system consists in two components: 

 

 # an early warning system to inform the international community, by means of 
“alert messages”, of relevant epidemiological events that occurred in OIE Members 

 

 # a monitoring system in order to monitor OIE Listed diseases (presence or 
absence) over time 



• The Early warning system 

 

• Whenever an important epidemiological event occurs in a Member, the Member must 
inform the OIE by sending an Immediate Notification: 

 

 

• #reason for the notification 

• #name of the disease 

• #affected species 

• #geographical area affected 

• #control measures applied  

• #laboratory tests carried out or in progress. 

 

World Animal Health Information System 
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• Alert Procedure 
 

• Immediate notifications : 

• - published in the OIE's three official working languages (English, French and Spanish)  

• - sent to everyone on the OIE-Info Distribution List 

 

• This list is open to: 

• - Official Authorities (Delegates of Members, the OIE Reference Laboratories and 
Collaborating Centres and international and regional organisations). 

• - any institutions or individuals interested in receiving such information, by subscription. 

 

 

• After having informed the OIE of a significant epidemiological event by means of an 
immediate notification report, the Member must send weekly Follow-up Reports 

World Animal Health Information System 
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The Monitoring system 

 

Six-monthly Reports provide information on the presence or absence of diseases on 
the OIE List and the prevention and control measures applied.  

 

 >quantitative data on the number of outbreaks 

 >susceptible animals 

 >cases  

 >deaths 

 >animals destroyed 

 >animals vaccinated 

 

 other additional information can be entered  in WAHIS on diseases that are present 

World Animal Health Information System 
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• The Monitoring system 

 

• Annual Reports: the two six-monthly reports + information: 

 

• #non OIE-listed diseases 

• #the impact of zoonoses on Humans 

• #animal populations 

• #the Veterinary Services personnel 

• #national reference laboratories and their performed diagnostic tests 

• #vaccine manufacturers and vaccine production (when appropriate) 

 

 

• Data and information provided by Members through the World Animal Health 
Information (WAHIS) are accessible via the Web interface WAHID (World Animal 

Health Information Database) and can be accessed through the OIE Web site.  
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http://www.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Animal_Health_in_the_World/docs/pdf/Demonstration_guides/Annuel_Guide_A_2011.pdf
https://www.oie.int/wahis/
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Thank you for your attention 


